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                   Town of Paxton

                Board of Selectmen

            697 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA 01612

       (508) 754-7638 – phone (508) 797-0966 – fax

                     dparsons@townofpaxton.net
Regular Meeting Minutes
Monday, February 7, 2022
Meeting Location: John Bauer Senior Center 17 West Street, Paxton, MA 01612
Members Present:                    Peter Bogren, Jr., Chairman




 Julia N. Pingitore, Vice Chair





 Kirk R. Huehls, Clerk
Town Administrator:

 Carol L. Riches, Town Administrator


Attendees:
 see Attendee List
The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
ARPA presentation
· (JP)  Third round of projects brought forward from the ARPA committee.
Reviewed rounds one and two. We have received $741,737.30 in funding so far. To date we have spent $638,900 so we are left with $102,837.30.
1. Engineering for stormwater management for West Street. Requested funding $32,600

Motion (KH) seconded (PB) to approve the request for $32,600 for stormwater management for West Street. Unanimous, all in favor. 
2. Request for a Police cruiser. Requested funding $34,000.
Chief Savasta stated, that he is looking to obtain one through ARPA and another two through town meeting.

(PB) Why are you only looking for one through ARPA instead of all three?
Chief Savasta replied, that the money for this round had been allocated to other projects. 
Motion (KH) seconded (PB) to approve the request for $34,000 for a police cruiser. Unanimous, all in favor. 
3. Replace the stairs to the mechanical room at the Public Safety Complex. Safety concern. Requested funding is $18,000.
Chief Pingitore stated, the current stairs are difficult to get up and down on. They are dangerous and an accident waiting to happen. MIIA did an OSHA survey and that was one of the things that they highlighted. There is no fall protection cage around the ladder.
(PB) Is the funding for this a time sensitive matter?
Chief Pingitore stated, that this figure was from a one-man outfit. Two other quotes were double the amount, so it is a bit time sensitive.

(PB)  Would it be possible to wait on this and if there is something else that can be held off on, we could maybe use those funds get another cruiser now to take advantage of that savings. Then we could come back for this on the next rounds.
(CR) Will we be purchasing the cruiser?
Chief Savasta stated, yes, we will. 
(CR) The others that you are looking for at town meeting, will they be leases?
Chief Savasta replied, yes, they will. I would also like to add in reference to the stairs to the mechanical room that these guys go up there a lot and I am concerned about their safety as well. 
Motion (KH) seconded (PB) to approve the request for $18,000 to update the  stairs to the mechanical room at the Public Safety Complex. Unanimous, all in favor. 
4. Replace the sign at the Senior Center. Requested funding $3,500.
Motion (KH) seconded (PB) to approve the request for $3,500 to replace the sign at the Senior Center. Unanimous, all in favor. 
(KH)  Will the new sign last a longer time?
Chief Savasta replied, it is made of a composite material that will hold up longer. An aluminum sign would have been more money.
5. Covid19 home test kits. Requested funding $7,274.97. 
(JP) Initially this was going to be paid for through a state grant but the funding has not come in yet and we have received the invoice so we need to pay for them. I would like to prioritize these for our senior population. Families with children can get kits through the schools.

(PB)  What will you do when the funding comes in?
(JP)  Hopefully we  can use it to purchase more if we need them.
Motion (KH) seconded (PB) to approve the request for $7,274.97 to purchase COVID19 home test kit. Unanimous, all in favor. 
COVID update 
· (JP)  We continue to see a decrease in cases. The Town saw a peak positivity rate of 
21%. Most recently we were at a 14% positivity rate but I expect that number to be down 
under 10%. 
· (PB)  Worcester is looking to release their mask mandate. Hoping we can lift ours as
 well.

· (JP)  The Pfizer vaccine has gone to the FDA for approval on ages 6 month to 4 year in 
age. 
One day liquor license request from Anna Maria College
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the one day liquor license request from Anna Maria College.  Unanimous, all in favor. 
Discussion on availability of a CART (Communication Access Realtime Translation) for the Annual Town Meeting 
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the use of a CART for the Annual Town 
Meeting. Unanimous, all in favor. 
Robin Tasca, town resident, commented that she was concerned about being able to obtain the CART in time for Town meeting because they typically book three to four months out. I submitted this request on January 5th. It’s been a month and two days and you’ve a couple of meeting in between there and that my request didn’t hit the January 10th and 31st  meeting. This is the third BOS meeting since I submitted my request and the is disappointing.
(CR)  I did already reach out to them and they did not tell me that there would be a problem with getting somebody for the date I provided. I have the form here and I am ready to submit it.
Robin Tasca stated that I would recommend getting the large screen. I would imagine there are others in the Town that would benefit from this as well. 
Open warrant for the Annual Town Meeting on May 2, 2022

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to open the warrant for the Annual Town Meeting. Unanimous, all in favor.
Location of the Annual Town meeting

· (JP)  I like the idea of holding it outside but May 2nd  could still be chilly and wet. We 
seem to get better attendance .when it is outside.
· (PB)  I agree I do like it outside as well.
· Motion (KH) seconded (JP) to approve holding the Annual Town Meeting outside.  
      Unanimous, all in favor. Open for discussion
· (PB)  We would have to do it on a weekend because the nights in May are still too dark .

· (JP)  We also need an alternate location if we have inclement weather.

· (PB)  We could move it to June.
· (KH)  I withdraw my previous motion. 
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve holding the Annual Town Meeting on 
Saturday June 11, 2022, at 3pm on the bandstand with an alternate location for 

inclement weather at Paxton Center School. Unanimous, all in favor. 
 Meeting Minutes

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from 
            January 31, 2022. Unanimous, all in favor. 

Town Administrator update

· FY21 Audit

I sent along to you the recently completed FY21 Audit. Do you wish to have a    

representative from Rosselli, Clark and Associates present to the Board? You will have
noticed that there were no concerns raised in the management letter. A big shout out to   

Donna Couture, Collector/Treasurer and Larissa Kennedy, Town Accountant for their
efforts to achieve this. 
· (PB)  I think it would be best to invite the auditor and do a joint meeting with the Finance 

Committee. 
· (JP)  What date would we be looking to do this? We may have a new Town  

Administrator and that would be a good meeting for a new hire to attend.

· (PB)  Lets go for the end of April.
· Winter carnival
Recreation is going to hold a Winter Carnival this coming Saturday from 1pm to 4pm. 
      Weather permitting.

· (KH)  I would just like to mention that last Saturday there was an ice fishing event held 

in honor of Tyler Trudell and they raised $4,000. 
Correspondence 

· (PB) Read a letter in reference to the outstanding service that was provided by Cindy 
Love at the Senior Center.
Other Business
· (JP)  The Town Administrator Search Committee is working on the community profile. 
This will be available on the Town website once we post the position. 
· Adjourned Meeting at 7:51 pm, Unanimous all in favor. (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 23, 2022, at 7:00pm. 

Documents from the Meeting filed in BOS office:
Agenda

Attendance list
Town Administrators update

Meeting minutes

Respectfully submitted,
Donna Graf-Parsons
Executive Assistant
