
                   Town of Paxton 
                Board of Selectmen 

            697 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA 01612 
       (508) 754-7638 – phone (508) 797-0966 – fax 
                     dparsons@townofpaxton.net 

 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

 
Monday, September 24, 2018 

 
Meeting Location: Paxton Town Hall, 697 Pleasant St, Paxton, MA 01612 

 
Members Present:                    Peter Bogren, Jr., Chairman 
     John F. Malone, Vice-Chairman 

 Julia N. Pingitore, Clerk 
 
 Carol L. Riches, Town Administrator  

   
Attendees:  see Attendee List 
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 
 
Sign borrowing for Back Hoe 

• Select Board signed all necessary paperwork for the borrowing on the new Back Hoe for 
DPW. 

 
Sign the Warrant for the November 6th State Election 

• Select Board signed the warrant for the November 6, 2018 State Election. 
 
Parking Tickets 

• Chief Desrosiers requested that the Police Department be able to update their 25-year-old 
parking tickets. 

• Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to approve the request for the Police Department to be 
able to update their current parking tickets.  Unanimous, all in favor.   

 
Appoint Brian Fleury as a Police Officer 

• Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to appoint Brian Fleury as a Police Officer for the Town 
of Paxton.  Unanimous, all in favor.   

 
Appoint Mark Savasta as the new Police Chief 

• Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to appoint Mark Savasta as the New Chief of Police for 
the Town of Paxton effective October 1, 2018.  Unanimous, all in favor.   
 

Discussion about the bell at the Congregational Church 
• Mr. Drew Howard and Pastor Willan were present to discuss the current condition of the 

bell at the Congregational Church.  Mr. Howard explained that with some recent work 
that was done on the bell it was discovered that the bell is in need of some further repair.  



The bell itself is not aligned properly and the wooden wheel is in bad shape.  We just 
wanted to bring this matter to your attention since the bell does belong to the Town. 

• (PB)  We will need to get some estimates for the work and then we will need to budget 
appropriately for the cost of the repair. 

• Pastor Willan expressed her concern that if the bell is unattended it could fall and cause 
damage to the church structure. 

 
Stormwater Notice of Intent 

• (CR)  The notice of intent is due this October first for next July first.  The permit itself is 
quite intense and beyond our understanding so we would need additional help.  We are 
looking to try and find a consultant that we can hire to help us through this process.  The 
outreach portion of it can be handles in house it’s gathering everything together and 
making sure it’s in compliance.  It’s the technical side that we need assistance with. 

• Michael Putnam stated that the Coalition has helped tremendously with the process so 
far.  The permit mostly effects the area along Route 122 and the streets immediately off 
that. 

 
Brigham Rd 

• Neil Bagdis, a resident of Brigham Rd, came before the Select Board to see if there was a 
way that the unfinished portion of Brigham Rd could be closed off to through traffic. 
There have been accidents in this area and there are also people that cut through and 
speed down the road.  Moore State Park also abuts Brigham Road, so I have talked to the 
personnel at the Park and they are agreeable to having the unfinished part of the road 
closed because people come up there and dump trash in this area as well. 

• Michael Putnam, DPW Superintendent, clarified that both ends of Brigham Rd are paved 
and maintained however the area in between is unmaintained.  In the winter we pile the 
snow up in this area and there is a sign that says road closed but people still travel it and 
we end up having to pull them out.  I would not be opposed to closing this section  We 
would need a gate at both ends.  The road does belong to the Town but the property on 
both sides belongs to the state. 

• (PB)  Mike will talk to the state and see what the next appropriate steps would be. 
• (JM)  How many of the residents on Brigham Rd are in support of this? 
• Neil Bagdis replied that most of the people that I have talked to so far would support this 

being done.  
• (PB)  We’re talking about public safety first and foremost. 
• Michael  Putnam replied that speed alone is not a reason to close a public way, but safety 

is. 
 
Appoint a Temporary Animal Control Officer 

• Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to approve the appointment of Thomas Walsh as the 
temporary Animal Control Officer.  Unanimous, all in favor.   

 
Sign request from the Boy Scouts 

• Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to approve the request from the Boy Scouts to place 
signs in town (contingent on the size of the signs being compliant with the Town’s 
bylaws) for the annual bottle drive and also to utilize the Town Common for the 
event.  Unanimous, all in favor.   

 



Review Plan for Spaulding Woods  
• No additional comments to provide to the Planning Board regarding the Spaulding 

Woods subdivision. 
 
Open warrant for the Special Town Meeting 

• (CR)  I am looking to hold a Special Town Meting on October 30, 2018.  We have a few 
items that need to be taken care of.  We need to designate how to use the Free Cash.  We 
need to extend the Marijuana Moratorium until June 2019.  We need an additional 
easement for the Holden Rd project and we also need to put funds aside for Stormwater.    

• (JM)  I would like to commend the Financial Team for a job well done in getting a large 
amount certified this year with Free Cash.   

• (CR)  We were certified early and the Town Accountant did a great job in getting that 
done. 

• Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to approve the opening of a warrant for a Special Town 
Meeting on October 30, 2018.  Unanimous, all in favor.   

 
Update on Regional Meeting 

• (PB)  There were three items that were put to a motion.  First, they discussed requesting 
that the Wachusett School District hold to a 3.5 % increase to their FY20 budget.  
Secondly, they want a plan from the school on how to handle OPEB and lastly, they 
would like a line by line budget from the school.    I stated that I didn’t feel that it was 
right to discuss these topics without the school being invited to the meeting.  They also 
bounced around the idea of asking for a 5 and 10 year plan for their Capital and 
Operational budget.  The Capital would be doable but the Operational is not feasible. 

 
Meeting schedule 

• Set the meeting schedule for October and November as follows: 
o Monday, October 15, 2018 
o Tuesday, October 26, 2018 prior to the Special Town Meeting 
o Tuesday, November 13, 2018 
o Monday, November 26, 2018 

 
Meeting Minutes 

• Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from 
September 10, 2018.  Unanimous, all in favor.   

 
 
Town Administrators update 

• Free Cash 
As you have been notified FY18 Free Cash has been certified in the amount of $680,106 
I want to thank Donna Couture, Town Accountant for getting this certified so early this 
year. She did a great job as always. 

 
• Special Town Meeting (Agenda Item) 

I would like the Board to consider a Special Town for Tuesday, October 30, 2019 prior to 
the tax rate being set. I have a further easement for the Holden Road Reclamation project 
that needs accepting, an extension as well to the Marijuana moratorium. This would also 
be an opportunity to consider putting some of the free cash into our special funds. 



 
• COA Health Fair 

The COA will be having annual Health Fair on Wednesday, September 26th between 
10am and 1pm. There will be over 30 displays/vendors, flu shots will be available, and all 
ages are invited to attend.  I want to thank the COA Board and Director, Cindy Love for 
arranging this event. 

 
• Library 

The Friends of the RML will be holding their Book Fair on Friday, September 28th and 
29th during regular library hours.  

 
Correspondence 

• Two letters were received by the Board of Selectmen both expressing the appreciation of 
a job well done by our EMT’s. 

 
Adjourned Meeting at 8:13pm, Unanimous, all in favor. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 15, 2018 at 7:00pm. 
 
Documents from the Meeting filed in BOS office: 
Meeting minutes 
Town Administrators report 
Agenda 
Attendance list 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Donna Graf-Parsons 
Executive Assistant 


