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                   Town of Paxton

                Board of Selectmen

            697 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA 01612

       (508) 754-7638 – phone (508) 797-0966 – fax

                     dparsons@townofpaxton.net
Regular Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, February 23, 2022
Meeting Location: John Bauer Senior Center 17 West Street, Paxton, MA 01612
Members Present:                    Peter Bogren, Jr., Chairman




 Julia N. Pingitore, Vice Chair

Town Administrator:

 Carol L. Riches, Town Administrator


Attendees:
 see Attendee List
The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
No Executive Session to be held after the regular meeting.
Wachusett Regional School District FY23 budget review
· Present for Wachusett: Darryll McCall, Daniel Deedy
· Reviewed presentation (full presentation is available in the Select Board office).
· Enrollment update – trend is heading back upward.
· Per-pupil spending
· Staffing update – building subs which were paid $150 versus $90 for a regular sub. 
· Budget overview
· Salaries & Benefits
· Instruction & operations
· Fixed costs
· Total Expenditures
· Revenues
· (JP)  Any concern from Princeton about meeting their budget?

· Darryll McCall, replied, Not that they mentioned. Holden and Rutland seem to be okay with their numbers as well. The MLC increase for Paxton was a really low number this year. 
· (JP) How were COVID funds used?
· Daniel Deedy, replied, The funding was spent on payroll accounts, work to the buildings, additional staffing for the cafeteria and monitors. 
· Darryll McCall, stated, A lot of the money went back into the school buildings. The HVAC at the High School alone was hundreds of thousands.
· Daniel Deedy, stated, We also made an investment in technology, which will help us move forward as well.

· Mark Love, Finance Committee member,  You did not make any mention of funding OPEB. Is this still pay as you go?
· Darryll McCall , stated, There is $12,000 in OPEB right now. Still looking at paying as we go.

MBTA Communities
· Neil Bagdis, Planning Board,  We have to have an agenda item with the Board of Selectmen to discuss the state’s request to meet specific zoning for towns that are in, near or around the MBTA train lines. (The complete presentation is available in the Select Board office). We are an adjacent community. CMRPC is working with all the towns to put together verbiage to amend the current zoning bylaws. It will not make this May’s Town Meeting. Maybe in the fall at a Special Town Meeting or next year. 
· (PB) What happens if we do not stay in compliance.
· Neil Bagdis, replied, We would lose the state funding that we receive. Public comments can be made on the website  www.ma.gov.mbta.comunity .  The community needs to address this and not just rely on the town officials. 
· (PB)  We will ask our state reps to come in and talk to us about this. Towns of our size cannot handle a project of this size.
· Neil Bagdis, stated, We have had some communication with town council and they have said to sit tight right now, but I would like to have Sheryl move on with the next step.
Intermunicipal agreement for participating in the Central MA Regional Stormwater Coalition
· Motion (JP) seconded (PB) to accept the Intermunicipal agreement for participation in the Central Massachusetts Regional stormwater Coalition.  Unanimous, all in favor.
COVID update
· (JP)  Introduced Jackie Berryman from Worcester State. Jackie is a new Intern assisting the Board of Health. She will be helping with contact tracing, assist with vaccine clinics at Anna Maria College, distribute test kits and help assemble data. 


There has been a reduction in the masking guidelines. If you are fully vaccinated you do not need to wear  a mask inside. Masks are still recommended for seniors and individuals with health issues. Masks are still required for public transportation and health care facilities as well. Masks will be optional after February 28th for the schools.


BA2 subtype of Omicron is becoming more prevalent in the states but is not taking over as they thought it might. Seems to be stalling out in a lot of the state. Percent positivity for the town is 4.69%.

· (PB)  The mask mandate for the Town has expired.

Place open position on the 2022 Annual Town Election Ballot
· Motion (JP) seconded (PB) to approve the open position for the Board of Assessors to be placed on the 2022 Annual Town Election ballot.  Unanimous, all in favor.
Appoint Scott Dziewietin to the Board of Registrars

· Motion (JP) seconded (PB) to appoint Scott Dziewietin to the Board of Registrars effective April 1, 2022 to March 31, 2025.  Unanimous, all in favor.
Request from Paxton Lion to use the Town Common for their annual Town wide yard sale

· Motion (JP) seconded (PB) to approve the request from the Paxton Lions to use the Town common for their annual Town wide yard sale on May 21, 2022.    Unanimous, all in favor.
Request from Paxton Little League to hold a parade on Pleasant Street

· Pass over at this time.
Trash contract with Pellegrino Trucking

· (JP)  The contract has a 7% increase in cost which will now be $274,623.40  for July 1, 2022, to June 30, 2023. There is a fuel trigger in the contract. They can come back and increase the amount.
· (PB)  I would like to know what that trigger is and make sure that our fees are covering what are going out. We need to know what it is for the budget. Hold off on signing until the next meeting.
Sign loan documents for the DPW dump truck

· Will sign at the end of the meeting.
Date and location of the Annual Town Meeting

· Motion (JP) seconded (PB) to hold the Annual Town Meeting on May 2, 2022 at Paxton Center School.  Unanimous, all in favor.
· (PB)  Need to do what we can to make it available to as many people as possible.
· (JP)  We will use as many Covid protocols as we can for indoors. 
Meeting Minutes

· Motion (JP) seconded (PB) to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from 
            February 7, 2022. Unanimous, all in favor. 
Town Administrator update
· Pass over 
· Adjourned Meeting at 8:14pm, Unanimous all in favor. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 9, 2022, at 7:00pm. 

Documents from the Meeting filed in BOS office:
Agenda

Attendance list
Meeting minutes

Wachusett presentation

MBTA Communities

Respectfully submitted,
Donna Graf-Parsons
Executive Assistant
