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                   Town of Paxton

                Board of Selectmen

            697 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA 01612

       (508) 754-7638 – phone (508) 797-0966 – fax

                     dparsons@townofpaxton.net
Regular Meeting Minutes
Monday, January 11, 2021
Meeting Location: Due to current Coronavirus pandemic the Select Board meeting was conducted via a Zoom meeting platform:

                            Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89382677240
       Meeting ID:  89382677240             
Members Present:                    Peter Bogren, Jr., Chairman




 Julia N. Pingitore, Vice Chair





 Kirk R. Huehls, Clerk
Town Administrator:

 Carol L. Riches, Town Administrator


Attendees:
 see Attendee List
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
We will enter into Executive Session and will return to the regular meeting only for the purpose of adjourning.  

COVID19 Update
· (JP) Gave an overview of the latest information in relation to COVID19.  The state has updated their COVID19 interactive dashboard.  This information can be viewed on the mass.gov website under the COVID19 information.   The vaccine has been rolled out and will be administered in three phases.  Paxton has partnered up with twelve other communities which will work together on providing the vaccine.
· (PB)  At this time I would like to extend the closure of the Town’s public buildings through February 1, 2021.
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the closure of  the Town’s public buildings through February 1, 2021.  Unanimous, all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
Accept the resignation of Jeffrey Kent from the Capital Improvement Committee

· Motion (KH) seconded (JPH) to accept with regret the resignation of Jeffrey Kent from the Capital Improvement Committee.  Unanimous, all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
Wachusett Greenway

· Wachusett Greenway is again requesting the support of the Town with a $1,000 that will go towards the annual operating expenses of FY2022.  A warrant article will be presented and voted on by the Board with the remainder of the warrant articles for the Annual Town Meeting.
Meeting Minutes

· Motion (KH) seconded (JP) to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from December 14, 2020.  Unanimous, all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
· Motion (KH) seconded (PB) to approve the Executive Meeting Minutes from December 17, 2020.  Unanimous, all in favor. (JP) recused, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
· Motion (KH) seconded (PB) to approve the Executive Meeting Minutes from December 22, 2020.  Unanimous, all in favor. (JP) recused, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
Town Administrators update

· IRS Mileage Rate

The Internal Revenue Service changed the standard mileage rate in January 2021 to 56 cents down from 56.5cents. Does the Board want to adopt this rate for Town 
employees?
Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to accept the new standard mileage rate of $0.56 per the IRS standard.  Unanimous, all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes
· Meal Tax

Paxton’s meal tax distribution for the three months September to November 2020 is $6,785.20. We received $3920.21 for the same period 2019.

· On-Line Permitting

We are now live for on-line Building, Plumbing, Electrical and Fire permitting.  All permits should be filed on-line by going to the Building Department page at www.townofpaxton.net. Burning permits will be available January 15th. 

· Town Census

The Town Clerk has sent out census forms and applications for dog license renewals. Residents are asked to return these as soon as possible. There is a drop box at the foot of the stairs on West Street that can be used instead of mailing.

· Real Estate Tax Bills

The Collector/Treasurer has sent out Real Estate Tax bills. Notice includes the payment vouchers for taxes that are due February 1, 2021 and May 3, 2021.

· Cares Act Funding

At the last hour, the Cares Act Funding for municipalities was extended to December 31, 2021. 

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to leave the regular meeting and entered into Executive Session at 7:38pm and we will return to the regular meeting for the purpose of adjourning.    (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
· Returned to Regular Session at 8:03pm

· Adjourned Meeting at 8:03pm, Unanimous all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 25, 2021 at 7:00pm.  
Documents from the Meeting filed in BOS office:
Agenda

Attendance list
Town Administrators update

Meeting minutes
Respectfully submitted,
Donna Graf-Parsons
Executive Assistant
