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                   Town of Paxton

                Board of Selectmen

            697 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA 01612

       (508) 754-7638 – phone (508) 797-0966 – fax

                     dparsons@townofpaxton.net
Regular Meeting Minutes
Monday, January 25, 2021
Meeting Location: Due to current Coronavirus pandemic the Select Board meeting was conducted via a Zoom meeting platform:

                            Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/843 3500 5360
       Meeting ID:  843 3500 5360             
Members Present:                    Peter Bogren, Jr., Chairman




 Julia N. Pingitore, Vice Chair





 Kirk R. Huehls, Clerk
Town Administrator:

 Carol L. Riches, Town Administrator


Attendees:
 see Attendee List
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
We will enter into Executive Session and will return to the regular meeting only for the purpose of adjourning.  

COVID19 Update
· (JP)     Moderna vaccine current in short supply. 
· Step one of phase two will start on February 1st.

· Will hold a clinic specific for those 75 and over.  All other clinics will just be a general clinic.

· Storage units should be in soon.

· We will not start booking appointments until the vaccine is in hand.

· Pharmacies are starting to come online as well.

· Phase two has added those 65 and over.

· People will need to show ID and their insurance card.  No cost for the vaccine.

· (PB)  How many of our emergency personnel have been vaccinated?

· (JP)  There are only a couple that have not yet been vaccinated.
Conflict of interest requirements
· Laurie Becker, Town Clerk, I am requesting that the BOS please approve excusing a list of part time employees / volunteers from the Conflict-of-Interest Law. 
· (PB)  We will review the documents and vote on this at our next meeting.
· Laurie Becker stated that once you have decided on the positions, I need these positions listed on the form that was provided and signed by the Board members. 
Request from Paxton Lions to use PCS parking lot
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the request for the Paxton Lions to uses the Paxton Center school parking lot on February 13th for a food drive.  Unanimous, all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
Appoint Marc Blackmer to the Historical Commission
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to appoint Marc Blackmer to the Historical Commission.  Unanimous, all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
Accept the resignation of Robert Pelczarski from the DPW Building Committee
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to accept with regret the resignation of Robert Pelczarski from the DPW Building Committee.  Unanimous, all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
Accept the resignation of Mike Oxford from the Conservation Commission.
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to accept with regret the resignation of Mike Oxford from the Conservation Commission.  Unanimous, all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
Accept the resignation of Sandra Bluyus from the Library Board of Trustees
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to accept with regret the resignation of Sandra Bluyus from the Library Board of Trustees.  Unanimous, all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
Continue the Right to Farm Discussion
· Pass over at this time.

Update on the DPW Building Committee
· (PB)  We met last Thursday, and two member have resigned.  Robert Pelczarski and Michael Putnam.  We have five members left.  We discussed if this project should be brought forward this year or not and after taking a vote decided that this was not the year to pursue this project.  We should hold off for a year and in the meantime will continue to campaign for it.  We will continue meeting on a monthly basis.  We will hold events throughout the year to promote the new facility.  Travis is working on some new signage for the DPW building.  Our next two meetings are scheduled for February 25th and March 25th.  
WRSD roundtable 

· (PB)  We had our annual roundtable discussion with the Wachusett School District.  Challenges the district is facing include transportation costs, student population has declined, covering staff with COVID, supporting social and emotional needs, continuing the 1 to 1 initiative, reduced class sizes.  They are looking to resurface the track at the High School.  Continued increases in health insurance for employees.  The towns responded that they are looking to level fund and would like the school to keep as close to level funded as possible.  The school replied that we hear you, but we need to put forward what the school needs.
· Rich Fenton, Finance Committee commented that it will be some time before we know how the pandemic has affected the students learning. 
· (PB)  I’m under the impression that the school will move forward with what they need.
Bond Proceeds

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the award of $250,000 7 Year Permanent Statehouse Loan Notes to Easthampton Savings Bank at the rate of 2.25%”, with a five year payback for the DPW Dump Truck and a seven year payback for the Senior Center/School Parking lot paving project   Unanimous, all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
Meeting Minutes

· Motion (KH) seconded (JP) to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from January 11, 2021.  Unanimous, all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
· Motion (KH) seconded (PB) to approve the Executive Meeting Minutes from January 11, 2021.  Unanimous, all in favor. (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
Town Administrators update

· Cares Act Funding

As of 1/21/21 we had expended $127,888 from Cares and $22,586 from FEMA (excluding $33,000 for WRSD).  Paxton’s Cares eligible amount is $437,576.

· Fire Burning Permits

Everyone needing a Fire Burning Permit should go to the Town’s webpage to file and pay.

· Food Pantry

Just a reminder that the Food Pantry is still available to all resident not only seniors. Donations are also accepted by dropping off at the Center weekday mornings. 

· WRSD

The annual WRSD Budget meeting will take place on February 22nd at 7pm as a joint meeting of the Board of Selectmen and Finance Committee with guests Darryll McCall and WRSD representatives

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to leave the regular meeting and entered into Executive Session at 8:10pm and we will return to the regular meeting for the purpose of adjourning.    (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
· Returned to Regular Session at 8:35m

· Adjourned Meeting at 8:35pm, Unanimous all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 8, 2021 at 7:00pm.  
Documents from the Meeting filed in BOS office:
Agenda

Attendance list
Town Administrators update

Meeting minutes
Respectfully submitted,
Donna Graf-Parsons
Executive Assistant
