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                   Town of Paxton

                Board of Selectmen

            697 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA 01612

       (508) 754-7638 – phone (508) 797-0966 – fax

                     dparsons@townofpaxton.net
Regular Meeting Minutes
Monday, December 14, 2020
Meeting Location: Due to current Coronavirus pandemic the Select Board meeting was conducted via a Zoom meeting platform:

                            Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84718565715
       Meeting ID: 84718565715              
Members Present:                    Peter Bogren, Jr., Chairman




 Julia N. Pingitore, Vice Chair





 Kirk R. Huehls, Clerk
Town Administrator:

 Carol L. Riches, Town Administrator


Attendees:
 see Attendee List
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
COVID19 Update
· (JP) For the reporting period of 11/22/20 to 12/5/20 Paxton had 27 total cases with two of those being probable. For the reporting period of 11/29/20 to 12/12/20 we increased to 38 total cases with  one of those being probable.  
· We are still looking to bring in someone to assist the Board of Health.
· The state will be moving back to step one in the third phase of reopening which mainly lowers the capacity levels.
· The vaccine will start to be distributed in phases.  
License Renewals

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the renewal applications for the liquor licenses in the year 2021.  Unanimous, all in favor.   (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
     

 Liquor

· Paxton Market Place – All Liquor

· Paxton Sports Center - Club

· Paxton Liquor Store – All Liquor

· Anna Maria College - Club

· Kettle brook Golf Course – Club

· American Legion – Veterans Club

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the renewal of the following licenses for 2021.   Unanimous, all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
 Auto Body Shops

· Paxton Auto

Class II Car Sales

· Paxton Auto
· Pimental Realty Trust
· Middle River Corp. Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the renewal of the license for 20218 for Middle River Corp.   Unanimous, all in favor.   (JP) yes, (KH) yes. Selectmen Bogren recused himself from this vote. 
      
  Common Victuallers

· JLC Donuts Inc.

· Paxton Sports Center

· Paxton House of Pizza

· Paxton American Legion

· Paxton Marketplace

· Kettlebrook Golf Course

· Sodexho
· 10 West Market  

· Theo’s 

    Packaged Goods

· Paxton Sports Center

· Paxton Liquor Store

· Paxton House of Pizza

· Paxton Marketplace

          

    Above Ground Tanks

· Anna Maria College

· Worcester County Memorial

· Kettlebrook Golf Course

· Industrial Tower & Wireless
Trash opt out for 10 Dunanderry Way
· (CR)  The residents at 10 Dunanderry Way have provided a contract that they have with E. L. Harvey and Sons for their trash removal and have requested that we remove the trash collection fee from their bill.
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the trash opt out for 10 Dunanderry Way moving forward until such time that the current standing of the property changes or is sold.   Unanimous, all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
Litter Cleanup

· Rafael Santos, Town resident,  expressed his concern about the amount of litter that he sees in our Town.  I would like to initiate a litter cleanup program. We would start small and focus on the hot spots.  I think Route 56 along the Reservoir towards Leicester is a bad area.  We could break down into teams.  Maybe do a cleanup once a season.  Business or families could sponsor a street and help to maintain it.
· (PB)  I would like to see if the Board would approve letting Mr. Santos proceed with this program and then we can come back and put a committee together.
· (JP)  First I would like to thank Mr. Santos for coming forward and wanting to get involved.  I know there are other residents in Town that would work with you.
· (PB)  Paxton Neighbors is a good source of contacts.
· (JP)  Roberta Brien has done a program like this before and has worked with our trash hauling company to get a dumpster set up.
· (PB)  We will set up another meeting with Carol Riches and discuss it further.
Charter Renewal Contract

· (CR)  To see if the Board would rather go through the formal procedure outlined in Section 626(a) of Title V of the Commonwealth Act of 1934 or the less formal procedure outlined in Section 626(h)?
· (PB)  Does the Cable Committee have a preference in how they would like to see this proceed?
· (CR)  It does not matter to them they just want to make sure that they get a chance to speak.
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to proceed with the less formal route outlined in section 626(h).  Unanimous, all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
Recommendation for the new Fire Chief

· (CR)  We interviewed three applicants and marked all three based on the same questions.  As a result of this process, we would like to put forward Michael Pingitore as the next Fire Chief.
· (KH)  We had five total candidates.  Three were very capable and two were very close at the end.
· Michael Benoit, Deputy Fire Chief, also assisted with the interviews and commented that he was very impressed by the process.
· Motion (KH) seconded (PB) to approve the appointment of Michael Pingitore as the new Fire Chief effective January 1, 2021.  Unanimous, all in favor.   (KH) yes, (PB) yes, (JP) recused herself from the vote.
· Michael Pingitore, thanked the Board and stated that he is looking forward to this opportunity.
Continue discussion on Right to Farm
· (KH)  Paxton voted to be a Right to Farm community but this is not reflected in the Towns Zoning Bylaws.
· (CR) The Right to Farm Bylaw was put into place, so it did not break any Zoning Bylaws.  The Right to Farm was to protect the larger parcels of land.
· (KH)  I will ask the Zoning Board to revisit the square footage of the current Bylaw and then bring it to the Select Board and then Town Meeting.
Roundtable with Wachusett Regional School District

· Motion (KH) seconded (JP) to appoint Selectmen Bogren to attend the meeting.    Unanimous, all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
Meeting Minutes

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from November 24, 2020.  Unanimous, all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from November 30, 2020.  Unanimous, all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
· Motion (KH) seconded (PB) to approve the Executive Meeting Minutes from November 2, 2020.  Unanimous, all in favor. (KH) yes, (PB) yes (JP) recused herself from this vote.
· Motion (KH) seconded (JP) to approve the Executive Meeting Minutes from November 30 2020.  Unanimous, all in favor. (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
Town Administrators update

· RML

PICK UPS Starting 12/8
Curbside moves inside to the library entryway 

Items will be in bags labeled with your name and will already be checked out to you

· PLEASE do not enter the main part of the library at any time. 

· We are unable to allow browsing at this time. 

Expanded pickup hours Starting 12/8

Pickups will be available Tuesdays through Fridays from 10am to 3pm
(PB)  Just a reminder that the Town Buildings are closed until at least January 11th.
· Cultural Council

One of the members of the Cultural Council has moved out of Town, Anita Fenton, has asked whether she can still be a member because she is a great resource?

The Massachusetts Cultural Council has no problem with her remaining a member.
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to allow MaryBeth Brown to stay on the Cultural Council.  Unanimous, all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
· Sidewalk Plow

Just an update that the sidewalk plow has been ordered. We need to keep in mind that the center sidewalks will be the priority for using the plow and will be determined by manpower. The focus of the DPW during large snow events is opening the roads.

· Police Message

Just a reminder to lock your car doors at night, there were a number of car break ins overnight. None of us immune to the opportunist thief so be mindful.

Public Session
· Resident at 44 Howard Street asked for clarification on the Right to Farm discussion.
· (PB)  Selectmen Huehls will bring it before the Zoning Board and we will move forward from there.
· Adjourned Meeting at 8:03pm, Unanimous all in favor.
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 28, 2020 at 7:00pm.  
Documents from the Meeting filed in BOS office:
Agenda

Attendance list
Meeting Minutes

Town Administrators update
Respectfully submitted,
Donna Graf-Parsons
Executive Assistant
