
 
Town of Paxton    

             Board of Selectmen 
       697 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA 01612 
   (508) 754-7638 – phone (508) 797-0966 – fax 
          dparsons@townofpaxton.net 

 
     Regular Meeting Minutes  

Monday, June 1, 2015 
 

Meeting Location: John Bauer Senior Center 17 West Street, Paxton, MA 01612 
 
Members Present:                   Peter Bogren, Jr., Chairman 

John F. Malone, Vice Chairman 
    Julia N. Pingitore, Clerk 
     
    Carol L. Riches, Town Administrator                
     
 
Attendees: see Attendee List 
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 
 
 
Route 31 update presented by CMRPC   

• Richard Rydent and Kevin Krasnecky provided a packet of information which 
gave an update as to the progress of the Route 31 corridor (packet is attached to 
the minutes).  Mr. Rydant expressed that the three priorities for the Town of 
Paxton which are #1 Holden Rd, #2 Route 31 and 56 intersections by Richards 
Memorial Library and #3 West St water lines. 

• (PB)  Could the project at Route 31 and 56 be done with Chapter 90 funds? 
• Michael Putnam replied that yes they could. 
• (PB)  Richard you mentioned a potential vernal pool on Route 31? 
• Richard Rydant replied that upon the analysis of the topography they may exist. 
• (JM)  This presentation was very well laid out but unfortunately we don’t have 

the money right now to support these projects. 
• (JP)  I would like to thank you as well and say that this does provide some very 

forward thinking that will allow us to reference this in the future. 
 
Budget discussions 

• Joe Scanlon, Business Manager for Wachuset Regional School District was 
present to discuss the current budget standings.  Mr. Scanlon provided a handout 
(see attached) that provided three different scenarios on how certain budget cuts at 
this point would affect the schools. From what I am hearing it seems that the 
$750,000 cut would be supported more so than any of the other options. 

• (PB)  Am I correct in understanding then that the school committee would rather 
see this go to the Commissioner rather than settle it? 

• Joe Scanlon replied that the overall feeling is that the school committee would 



rather see a third party come in to settle this. 
• (PB)  Why is the School Committee waiting until the day after our reconvened 

town meeting to have their meeting? 
• Joe Scanlon expressed that typically they only meet once in June, July and August 

so those meetings are typically towards the end of the month. 
• (JM)  I heard the health insurance spilt has been reduced to 80/20.  Where will 

these saving go? 
• Joe Scanlon replied that is something we are reviewing.  It will reduce the costs 

going forward.  This will be reviewed at the School Committee meeting on June 
23rd.  We have asked for an additional 15 day extension for this meeting.   

• (JM)  I’m concerned that the School Committee does not feel that this issue is 
important enough to call a special meeting prior to June 23rd which is after our 
reconvened meeting so we will still not have a final number from the school to 
vote on. 

•  (JP)  What is the saving on the bus contract? 
• Joe Scanlon replied about $385,000.  I can send the exact numbers over to Carol. 
• (JP)  you have 12 retirees on the upper end of the pay scale which would provide 

a little cost savings. 
• Joe Scanlon replied yes, and we have factored that in. 
• (PB)  In closing please let Darryll know that we will talk to anyone at any time to 

try and settle this. 
• (JP) I heard the School Committee may be opposed to hiring a new Deputy 

Superintendent? 
• Joe Scanlon agreed and said that they may choose to move that out and put 

teaching staff back in. 
 
Police Officers contract 

• Motion (JP) seconded (JM) to sign the police contract as written.  Unanimous 
all in favor. 

 
Town Administrators contract 

• Motion (JP) seconded (JM) to sign the Town Administrators contract as 
written.  Unanimous all in favor. 

 
Town Administrators Goals and Objective 

• Motion (JP) seconded (JM) to accept the FY16 Goals and Objectives that 
have been previously established.  Unanimous all in favor. 

 
Town Administrators FY16 Appointment (see attached list) 

• (CR)  I would like to appoint the following individuals with the exception of the 
Sergeants that are still negotiating their contract. 

• Motion (JP) seconded (JM) to approve the Town Administrators 
appointments as written with exception of the Sergeants.  Unanimous all in 
favor. 

 
Board of Selectmen FY16 Appointments (see attached list) 

• Motion (JP) seconded (JM) to appoint the list as written for FY16.    
Unanimous all in favor. 

 



 
 
End of year transfers 
 

• Motion (PB) seconded (JM) to approve the following end of year transfers.  
Unanimous, all in favor. 

 
Account transferred to  Account transferred from  Amount 
0100-1151-5200-0000   0100-1196-5200-0000   $700.00  
0100-1151-5200-0000   0100-1192-5103-0000   $1,000.00 
0100-1151-5200-0000   0100-1443-5200-0000   $5,000.00 
0100-1543-5700-0000   0100-1196-5200-0000   $120.00 
0100-1123-5103-0000   0100-1192-5103-0000   $365.92 
0100-1514-5103-0000   0100-1541-5200-0000   $1,200.00 
 
American Legion sign request 

• Motion (JP) seconded (JM) to approve the sign request for the common as 
requested by the American Legion.  Unanimous all in favor. 

 
 
Meeting Minutes 

• Motion (PB) seconded (JM) to approve the Meeting Minutes from the 
Regular Meeting of May 18, 2015 .  Unanimous, all in favor.   

• Motion (PB) seconded (JM) to approve the Meeting Minutes from the 
Executive Session of May 18, 2015 noting a correction to the date .  
Unanimous, all in favor.   

 
Town Administrators Update 
 
Budget 
The legal account continues to present a problem. The latest bill from our alternate town 
counsel was just over $6,000. Transfers within accounts have been made. 
 
Fire Dept. 
The Fire Department is requesting that the Board vote to authorize the chairperson to sign 
a contract to join the Texas Co-Op which allows purchasing of equipment from the coop. 
All the procurement laws under Chapter 30B requirements are met by the Co-Op. 

• Motion (JP) seconded (JM) to allow the Chairperson to sign the agreement to 
join the Texas Co-op.  Unanimous all in favor. 

 
 
 
ZIP Trip 
Fox Zip Trip is coming to Paxton on Friday, July 31st Live broadcast will take place 
between 5am and 10pm. Everyone is welcome to watch the live broadcast. We will have 
more information closer to the date. 
 
 
 
 



The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 15, 2015 at 7:00pm. 
 
 
Adjourned Meeting at 8:40 pm, Unanimous all in favor. 
 
 
Documents from the Meeting filed in BOS office: 
Meeting minutes 
Agenda 
Town Administrators Update 
FY16 Appointment list for the Town Administrator and the Board of Selectmen  
CMRPC Route 31 report 
WRSD budget reduction analysis 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Donna Graf-Parsons 
Administrative Assistant 
 


