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                   Town of Paxton

                Board of Selectmen

            697 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA 01612

       (508) 754-7638 – phone (508) 797-0966 – fax

                     dparsons@townofpaxton.net
Regular Meeting Minutes 
Monday, April 27, 2020
Meeting Location: Due to current Coronavirus pandemic the Select Board meeting was conducted via a Zoom meeting platform:

Time: Apr 27, 2020 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81867165107
Meeting ID: 818 6716 5107

Members Present:                    Peter Bogren, Jr., Chairman




 Julia N. Pingitore, Vice Chair





 John F. Malone, Clerk
Town Administrator:

 Carol L. Riches, Town Administrator


Attendees:
 see Attendee List
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.

Update on Covid19
· (JP) 13 cases currently in Paxton.  One death so far in Town.  The numbers are starting to slow down.  We need to get through two weeks of decreasing numbers before the restrictions are lifted.  There will be a controlled release at that point.  Currently the state has enough resources and when we do open, we will have to watch the trend closely.
· (PB) When are the Board of Health meeting held?
· (JP) The first Monday of every month.
Request to open Kettlebrook Golf Course

· (PB) Kettlebrook Gold Course has submitted a request to the Town asking if they would be allowed to open for business.  I asked Carol to look into this and with the current order in place by the Governor our Town Counsel has said that we should not allow the Golf Course to open at this time.
· (JP) The Board of Health enforces the Governors orders so we would not go against his ruling.
Extend the due date for Real Estate taxes from May 1, 2020 to June 1, 2020
· Motion (JP) seconded (JM) for discussion.  
· (JM) I feel that we are a little late in doing this.  I think it may cause some confusion and I am concerned about being able to pay the Town’s bills on time.
· (JP) I think we will still get a lot of people paying on time through their mortgage companies.
· (CR) About 70% of our payments come through the mortgage companies.
· (JM) What about charges and late fees?
· (CR) The Treasurer will take care of this in the system.
· Motion approved to extend the due date for Real Estate Taxes from May 1, 2020 to June 1, 2020.  Unanimous, all in favor.  Roll call (JP) yes, (JM) yes, (PB) yes.
Meeting Minutes

· Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from April 16, 2020.  Unanimous, all in favor.    Roll call (JP) yes, (JM) yes, (PB) yes. 
Town Administrators update

· Burning Permits

Reminder that there will be no outside burning after April 30, 2020 as required by the DEP.

· Managers Meeting

We have a Zoom Managers meeting scheduled for Friday, April 24th morning. I will provide updates at the Board’s meeting. Informed the Departments that we have to tighten up FY20 spending and we will have to redo some of the FY21 budgets.  We may have to deficit spend for FY20 and work from a 1/12 budget for the start of FY21.  We also did a Zoom meeting with Town Hall employees for a wellness check.
· Cable Committee Contest

The Cable Committee is running a three-minute video contest for residents to submit their videos until May 1st the theme being Quarantine Blues. Videos will be shown on Cable Channel 192 May 5th through May 15th and residents can vote on their favorites.

There will be prizes for the winners, information available on the Cable Page of the Town’s website.
· Town Common

(CR) The question was asked if the DPW should still look at starting the work that has been slated for the common?  Board agreed that this money has already been earmarked for this project so yes, they should proceed as scheduled.

Follow up
· (PB) The state is looking to provide the Town with some financial assistance which would fill in some of our gaps, so we need to wait until the numbers come in before we know how to proceed.

· Laurie Becker, Town Clerk, with a reminder that early voting for the Town Election is now available.  Please check the Town website for details.
Adjourned Meeting at 7:34pm,  Unanimous all in favor.
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 11, 2020 at 7:00pm.  
Documents from the Meeting filed in BOS office:
Meeting minutes
Agenda
Attendance list
Town Administrators Update

Respectfully submitted,
Donna Graf-Parsons
Executive Assistant
