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                   Town of Paxton

                Board of Selectmen

            697 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA 01612

       (508) 754-7638 – phone (508) 797-0966 – fax

                     dparsons@townofpaxton.net
Regular Meeting Minutes 
Monday, August 10, 2020
Meeting Location: John Bauer Senior Center 17 West Street, Paxton, MA 01612
Members Present:                    Peter Bogren, Jr., Chairman




 Julia N. Pingitore, Vice Chair





 Kirk R. Huehls, Clerk
Town Administrator:

 Carol L. Riches, Town Administrator


Attendees:
 see Attendee List
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.

Resignation of Karl Ottmar
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to accept the resignation, with regret,  from Karl Ottmar from the Recreation Commission.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
New appointments to the Recreation Commission

· Motion (KH) seconded (JP) to appoint Diane McMorrow and Rebecca Ross to the  Recreation Commission.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
Election workers

· Motion (KH) seconded (JP) to appoint the following Election workers:
1. Raschelle Barkume 

2. Christy Barnes 

3. Christina Cormier

4. Nancy Delle 

5. Sarah Forde 

6. Gino Gangai 

7. Paula Gangai 

8. Melinda Johnson 

9. Allison Kane 

10. Dina Kilcourse 

11. Deirdre Leahy 

12. Deirdre Malone 

13. Jane McTigue 

14. Lillian O’Riordan 

15. Maryann Paquette 

16. Emma Ryan 

17. Abigail Tasca 

18. Cornelia White 

19. Nancy Wilby 

20. Amanda Woodward-Mitchell 

21. Jennifer Wright 

Unanimous, all in favor.  
Sign warrant for Primary

· Warrant was signed by the Select Board.
One-Twelfth Budget

· (PB)  Under “An Act to Address Challenges Faced by Municipalities and State Authorities Resulting From COVID-19, “Chapter 53 of the Acts of 2020, the Board of Selectmen at a posted Board of Selectmen’s meeting at 7pm on August 10, 2020:

By majority vote accepted the plan submitted by Carol Riches, Town Administrator dated July 29, 2020 for Deficit Spending for September 2020:

Municipal Government
$897,095

School 

$308,912

Water Enterprise

$88,628

This plan will be terminated should the FY21 Paxton Budget be approved by the Town.
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the one-twelfth budget for September 2020.   Unanimous, all in favor.
Open Warrant for the Annual Town Meeting
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to open the warrant for the Annual Town Meeting.     Unanimous, all in favor.
Vote on and recommend article for the Assessors

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to accept the article as written.  Unanimous,  all in favor.  

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to accept as article #19.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to recommend approval of the article.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
Close the warrant for the Annual Town Meeting
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the closing of the warrant.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
Department Liaisons
· (PB)  Recommend that we move the Library to Julia and move the Capital Improvement Committee to Peter.  Everything else will remain as presented (list of Department Liaisons can be obtained in the Selectmen’s Office).
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the Department Liaisons for FY21 as noted with changes.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
Holden Road construction

· (KH)  I have heard some complaints about the seeding and property damage that occurred with the Holden Road construction.
· (CR)  MASS DOT called to address the complaints about seeding.  They asked the DPW Superintendent to cut the area once and then the contractor will come back and reseed.  They are holding some money back and have a punch list of things to be done before they will be paid.
Municipal Representative for WRSD negotiations
· Selectmen Bogren will sit in on the meeting for Paxton.
Resignation from Michael Putnam for the Sale of Town owned property committee

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to accept the resignation, with regret,  for Michael Putnam from the Sale of Town Owned Property Committee and the DPW Building Committee.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
Resignation from Kathleen Stanley for the Sale of Town owned property committee

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to accept the resignation, with regret,  for Kathleen Stanley from the Sale of Town Owned Property Committee.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
Per Diem Appointments for the Police Department.
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to appoint Paul Ciance, John Jovan and Lamar Watkins as Per Diem officers for the Paxton Police Department.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
Meeting Minutes

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve Regular Meeting Minutes for July 20, 2020 and Emergency Meeting Minutes for July 23, 2020.   Unanimous, all in favor.  
Town Administrators update

· Open Positions
There are currently openings on the Conservation Commission and the Conservation Agent asked that I reach out to residents and let them know of the opportunity to join this commission. Anyone interested can contact me.

The Recreation Commission also has openings again if anyone is interested, they can contact mee 

I would also like to make mention that the Finance Committee also has two openings, anyone interested should contact Roger Brunelle, Town Moderator.
· Mass Works Grant
I would like a vote of the Board of Selectmen to allow the Town Administrator to submit a Massworks Grant for $913,878 to repave and replace safety barriers for the stretch of Route 31 between Suomi Street and the Spencer Town line.

· Motion (KH) seconded (JP) to allow the Town Administrator to apply for the Massworks Grant.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
· Summer Concerts

Just a reminder that there is still time to catch a summer concert at the Bandstand on Thursdays

August 13th Paul Courchaine 6:15-8:15pm

August 20th 4EverFab The Beatles 6:00pm-8:00pm

August 27th Badtickers 6:00pm-8:00pm

· Tropical Storm

I want to thank all the Town Departments that were involved in the clean-up during and after the tropical storm Isaias. DPW, PMLD, Police and Fire. Also, to the Emergency Manager for arranging a Zoom Call, whilst on vacation to update myself and the Chair prior to the storm. 
· DPW Superintendent position

Will be starting the review process of the application that were received.
Update on COVID19
· There has been a bit of an uptick in numbers related to private parties.
· Local authorities are trying to help enforce the limit of people that can attend private parties.  Currently only 25 people indoors and 50 people outdoors.
· COVID is still out there and we still need to be cautious.
· The state has a form available for people to make complaints against businesses that are not in compliance with the COVID regulations.
Adjourned Meeting at 7:37pm, Unanimous all in favor.
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 24, 2020 at 7:00pm.  
Documents from the Meeting filed in BOS office:
Meeting minutes
Agenda
Attendance list
Town Administrators Update
Department Liaisons

Respectfully submitted,
Donna Graf-Parsons
Executive Assistant
