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                   Town of Paxton

                Board of Selectmen

            697 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA 01612

       (508) 754-7638 – phone (508) 797-0966 – fax

                     dparsons@townofpaxton.net
Regular Meeting Minutes
Monday, October 28, 2019
Meeting Location: John Bauer Senior Center 17 West Street, Paxton, MA 01612
Members Present:                    Peter Bogren, Jr., Chairman

 Julia N. Pingitore, Vice-Chairman 




 John F. Malone, Clerk
Town Administrator:

 Carol L. Riches, Town Administrator


Attendees:
 see Attendee List
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
Insurance Advisory Committee
· Tara Rondeau from the Insurance Advisory Committee presented the recommendations for the employee health insurance for the upcoming year.  The Committee has chosen to stay with Harvard Pilgrim and integrate an additional service from RSI (Reimbursement Specialist Inc.) as a wrap around program to Harvard Pilgrim which will enable the employees to maintain the health plan they already have for another year and will only see a 0.79% increase to the rates.  The Committee also recommend that the Town stay with Tufts Health plan for the retirees as well.  The Committee would like to ask for the Boards approval on these recommendations.
· Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to approve the recommendations from the Insurance Advisory Committee for the employee and retiree health insurance plans for 2020.  Unanimous, all in favor.       
Discuss the closure of Brigham Road
· (PB)  We voted last year to close Brigham Rd and we are now revisiting that to see if we want to reopen the road.  Asked Chief Savasta to share his thoughts.
· Chief Savasta expressed his concern that the police need access to that road as a cut through for a quicker way to get to that end of Town.  Without that road you could add anywhere from one to four minutes to an officer’s response time.  We ran a traffic study and there is a lot of traffic on that road.  During a 16-day study there were almost 3000 cars that passed by.  Whatever the Town chooses to do we will adapt to that.
· Mike Putnam, DPW Superintendent expressed that it doesn’t really matter to the DPW department what is done.  We do minimal maintenance to that area.  We clean out the drains and try to keep it passable.  There is no maintenance in the winter months.
· (PB)  Asked Chief Savasta how often is that road used for emergency calls?
· Chief Savasta replied that he did not have a figure for that but just to keep in mind closing the road will add to response time.
· Mr. Bagdis, resident of 15 Brigham Rd, stated, I asked for a road study and the Police Chief took care of that right away and I do appreciate that.  I’m concerned for the safety of the residents.  I think you should consider leaving the vote in place to close the road.
· Kip Graham, resident of 5 Pierce Circle, commented I uses that road quiet often as a second access way to get to my house on Pierce Circle.  I would like to see it remain open.
· Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to reopen Brigham Road , with discussion.         
· (JM)  I would like to see a time frame set to have the road closed during the winter months and allow use of the road during the good weather.
· Mr. Bagdis commented that he was also concerned for the kids that have to walk down to the end of the street to get the bus.  
· Mike Putnam expressed that you need to allow access according to the weather and not specific dates.
· Mr. Berube, resident of 12 Brigham Rd, also expressed his concern for the public’s safety.
· (JM)  After listening to Mr. Berube I’m inclined to close the road
· (JP)  I think that we should open the road per the DPW Superintendents discretion.
· (JP) and (JM) in favor of opening the road per the DPW Superintendent discretion.  (PB)  opposed to the motion.
· (PB)  Asked Mr. Putnam when and how would he want to close the road.
· Mr. Putnam replied we will put up jersey barriers and signage when the weather dictates the need to close it.
Police Department introduces an addiction recovery program
· Chief Savasta and Sergeant Thorpe presented a new addiction recovery program that they would like to implement. 
· (PB)  I wanted to see if there was anything that the Town could do to help provide a place for a person to seek help. I appreciate that the Chief and Sergeant jumped on board and put this together.
· Sergeant Thorpe handed out a packet of information that will be made available for anyone that is seeking assistance with addiction recovery. It outlines the procedures of the program with several informational flyers to help assist those in need.     
Open Warrant for Special Town Meeting

· Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to open the warrant for the Special Town Meeting on November 18, 2019.  Unanimous, all in favor.       
Review Warrant Articles

· Article 1.
Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to accept as article #1 on the warrant.   
(JM)  Are there any other options?

(CR)  Any other options would be a larger expense and would take more time to accomplish.  The intent is to get a truck back quickly.  A KME rep came out and looked at the truck. We’ll get a 90-day guarantee from KME. 

(JM)  Can we put an article to start building up a fund for this vehicle replacement?
(CR)  That is what the Capital Depreciation Fund is for and it is on the plan long term.

(PB)  We may get three to five years out of it, but they will only provide a 90-day guarantee.  KME was asked to put in writing what a reasonable expectation would be for the Truck repair and they would not provide that letter.
(CR)  This is not a capital item this is a repair.  The Capital Depreciation Fund only has $100,000 in it so to pay for this repair out of that account would reduce it by more than half.  We do have a little more in new growth than anticipated so we will continue to work with FY20 funds to pay for this.  We will meet with the Collins group on November 19th to review the report for the Capital Plan.  We will know then what is being done with the Fire truck and how it effects the Capital Plan.
Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to accept the article as written.  
· Article 2.
Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to accept the article as written.  
Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to accept as article #2 on the warrant.   
· Article 3.
Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to accept the article as written.  
Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to accept as article #3 on the warrant.   
· Article 4.
Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to accept the article as written.  
Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to accept as article #4 on the warrant.   
· Article 5.
Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to accept the article as written.  
Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to accept as article #5 on the warrant.   
· Article 6.
Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to accept the article as written.  
Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to accept as article #6 on the warrant.   
Close the warrant for the Special Town Meeting
· Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to close the warrant for the Special Town Meeting on November 18, 2019.  Unanimous, all in favor.       
Make recommendations for article on the warrant for Special Town Meeting     

· Article 1.
Motion (JP) seconded (JM) to recommend approval.     
· Article 2.
Motion (JP) seconded (JM) to recommend approval.     
· Article 3.
Motion (JP) seconded (JM) to make recommendation at Town Meeting.     
· Article 4.
Motion (JP) seconded (JM) to recommend approval.     
· Article 5.
Motion (JP) seconded (JM) to recommend approval.     
· Article 6.
Motion (JP) seconded (JM) to recommend approval.     
Opioid addiction class action lawsuit
· (CR) Reviewed the class action notice.  You only need to take action if you wish to opt out.
· (PB)  I don’t see a reason to opt out.  We could end up getting a couple thousand out of it.  No motion is needed.
Sign request from the First Congregational Church
· Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to approve the sign request from the First Congregational Church with discretion of the Town Hall marquee.   Unanimous, all in favor.       
Meeting Minutes
· Motion (JM) seconded (JP) to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from October 21, 2019.  Board members Malone and Pingitore in favor.  Board member Bogren was not present at said meeting.      
Town Administrators Update

· Harassment Training

We are hosting a MIIA Harassment Training on October 30th We have 17 people signed up for this to date. The last time we held one was in 2013.

· INTERFACE Referral Service

WRSD received a one-year grant to offer William James College INTERFACE Referral Services to not only the student body but the Wachusett Community. INTERFACE is a mental health resource and referral helpline that subscribing communities have contracted with to help children, adults and families become connected to mental health and wellness resources. This is a confidential service. I have added information in the form of a flyer to the front page of the Town’s website.
Adjourned Meeting at 8:20pm, Unanimous all in favor.
The next meeting is scheduled prior to the Special Town Meeting on Monday, November 18, 2019 at 6:30pm.  
Documents from the Meeting filed in BOS office:
Meeting minutes, Agenda, Attendance list, Town Administrators Update
Respectfully submitted,
Donna Graf-Parsons
Executive Assistant
