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                   Town of Paxton

                Board of Selectmen

            697 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA 01612

       (508) 754-7638 – phone (508) 797-0966 – fax

                     dparsons@townofpaxton.net
Regular Meeting Minutes
Monday, April 26, 2021
Meeting Location: John Bauer Senior Center 17 West Street, Paxton, MA 01612
Members Present:                    Peter Bogren, Jr., Chairman




 Julia N. Pingitore, Vice Chair





 Kirk R. Huehls, Clerk
Town Administrator:

 Carol L. Riches, Town Administrator


Attendees:
 see Attendee List
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
COVID19 Update
· (JP) Cases have continued to fall.  We are currently in the green.
· Vaccinations are going well.
· The J&J vaccine was released without restrictions.  There is a warning on the label for women ages 18 to 50 but no restrictions.

· (BP)  President Biden announced the CDC will be updating the masking regulations.  Any idea if the state will follow?

· (JP)  There is no plan currently.

· (PB)  There was a study by MIT that showed the six foot distancing did not mean a lot.  It is more the prolonged exposure indoors that causes the spread.

· (JP)  Particulates with Covid are small so the longer you stay in a room with a person that has Covid the more likely you are to catch it. 

Appoint Ryan Sweeney as a full time Paxton Police Officer

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to appoint Ryan Sweeney as a full time Paxton Police Officer.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
Appoint William Recos as a full time Police Sergeant

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to appoint William Recos as a full time Police Sergent.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
Appoint William Lang as a Reserve Officer
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to appoint William Lang as a Reserve Officer.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
Sign contract for the Patrolmen and Sergeants

· Contract was signed by all Board members.

Children’s Mental Health Week

· (PB)  read the following letter:

Whereas the citizens of Paxton value their health and mental health and that of their families; therefore, they are proud to support observances such as Children's Mental Health Week; and

Whereas 20% of children and youth live with a mental health condition and 50% of all lifetime instances of mental illness begin before age 14; and even some children and youth with the most intense needs and some who are insured may not receive services; and 

Whereas children and youth with mental health needs in elementary, middle, and high school are more likely to be bullied, absent, suspended, expelled, or fail to graduate; and 

Whereas, recognizing the early warning signs of mental health needs and obtaining the necessary support, assistance and treatment gives children and youth better opportunities to lead full and productive lives at home, in schools, and in their communities; and

Whereas the involvement and partnership of family members in the assessment and treatment of children and youth is essential to positive outcomes; and

Whereas our nation’s future depends on the health and well-being of its families and their children; and 

Whereas, Children's Mental Health Week was developed by families of children with emotional, behavioral, and mental health needs, to focus on the needs of their children and families; in celebrating this year's theme:” Painting a Picture of Hope for the Future,” it is fitting to increase public awareness among all Paxton citizens of this important issue;

Now, Therefore, We, The Select Board members of Paxton, do hereby proclaim May 2-8, 2021 as CHILDREN'S MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK.

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve that we proclaim the week of May 2 – 8 Children’s mental health awareness week.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
· Green lights will be displayed at the Town Hall to recognize this event.
Sign warrant for the Annual Town Election
      *    Signatory line needs to be updated prior to signing.
Request from Paxton Lions
      *    Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the request from the Paxton Lions Club to
            hold their annual town wide yard sale on June 19, 2021.  Unanimous, all in favor
Resignation of DonMarie Desrosiers from the Paxton Cultural Council.
     *     Motion (JP)  seconded (KH)  to accept with regret the resignation of DonMarie 
            Desrosiers from the Paxton Cultural Council.  Unanimous, all in favor.
Conflict of Interest Disclosure

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the conflict of interest disclosure request from Rachel Grabek.  Unanimous, all in favor. 
Wachusett Regional School District Task Force

· (PB)  Wachusett is looking for a Select Board member to be on a task force for budgetary and agreement issues.  I would like to request to serve on this task force.  
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to appoint Peter Bogren as the Paxton Select Board member to be on the Wachusett Regional School District Task Force. Unanimous, all in favor.  
Wachusett agreement

· (PB)  The school asked for a one year postponement and two towns did not agree so now we have to do this review.
· Section 1.1.6 – update Annual Meeting to Annual Election.
· Section 8.2.1 – update two years to five years.  Two years is too close of a time 
period.
· Section 17.3 – add in member town.
· (JP)  The number of school committee members needs to be reduced to 10.  Currently Holden has 42% of the membership.  You would need to make sure the largest anyone town could hold would be 49%.  Currently Paxton has 11%.  If one member is out then the remaining member should have the full vote.
· Section 1.1.5 - update to allow a temporary substitute from the Towns Board of Selectmen to fill a vacancy if one occurs.
· Section 17.3 – expand on the wording of “existing practice”.  We go back and forth with what groups are allowed to use the school for.
· (CR)  The maintenance agreement defines this.
· (JP)  Section 17.7 needs to continue in the maintenance agreement.
· (PB)  I have thought a lot about the number of member that are on the school committee.  I worry about putting to much power in the hands of two people from Holden because with one other person they could hijack the vote.
· (JP)  We could pose the question on how to proportion it in a way that is fair.
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to bring these recommendations forward at the next  meeting to be held on April 28, 2021.  Unanimous, all in favor.
Follow up on letter sent to Wachusett Regional School District

· (PB)  The letter that was sent to the District was recognized but was not sent out.  The new assistant to the Superintend did not realize it was to be included.  Dr. McCall called to apologize and said it would go out in the next packet.
Open Meeting Law
· (PB)  Just a reminder that we can share documents but we can not share opinions on any topic.  All deliberation takes place in our meetings only.

Meeting Minutes

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from April 5, 2021.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
Fire Chiefs contract

· Contract was signed by the Select Board members.
Town Administrators update

· FEMA

We received 100% of our Covid-19 claim amounting to $19,820 relating to expenses to June 30, 2020. I am waiting on two more claims to December 31, 2020 and for the Vaccine Clinics that we ran.

· Council on Aging

Cindy Love, COA Director is working on sprucing up the building with interior paint and new carpets. The plan is to have outdoor events during the summer and get the van back on the road for medical appointments as soon as possible. Any senior in need of services can call the director.   

· Earthday Trash Pick Up

Big thank you to everyone who took part in the Town trash pick-up this past week. It was alarming to see the amount of trash collected on our streets. Thank you to Kerrie Flynn for initiating the event and Robin Tasca, Daniel Brosnihan and Chuck Putney along with others for their commitment and enthusiasm.

· Recycling Program

Just a reminder of the Electronics Recycling day on May 1st at the Highway Barn between 10am and 2pm. Bicycles and eyeglasses can also be dropped off.

Along with a chance to tour the DPW for anyone who is interested. 

Information is on the Town’s DPW webpage.

Adjourned Meeting at 8:17pm, Unanimous all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 10, 2021 at 7:00pm.  
Documents from the Meeting filed in BOS office:
Agenda

Attendance list
Town Administrators update

Meeting minutes

Respectfully submitted,
Donna Graf-Parsons
Executive Assistant
