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                   Town of Paxton

                Board of Selectmen

            697 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA 01612

       (508) 754-7638 – phone (508) 797-0966 – fax

                     dparsons@townofpaxton.net
Regular Meeting Minutes
Monday, May 10, 2021
Meeting Location: John Bauer Senior Center 17 West Street, Paxton, MA 01612
Members Present:                    Peter Bogren, Jr., Chairman




 Julia N. Pingitore, Vice Chair





 Kirk R. Huehls, Clerk
Town Administrator:

 Carol L. Riches, Town Administrator


Attendees:
 see Attendee List
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
COVID19 Update
· (JP) The FDA approved the Pfizer vaccine for immediate use in 12 -15 year old.   Hopefully, it will include all ages by November.  

· The Pfizer vaccine has shown to be very effective against variants. 
· As of May 10th, there will be some loosing of guidelines.  

· As things reopen keep in mind that vermin activity could increase due to the length of time that things have been closed.  Check expiration dates.  Flush out portable water sources.

· Another concern is that mosquitos will be coming out with the warmer weather.  Avoid being out after dark.

· (PB)  What is the rule for road races.  Are they done with or without masks?
· (JP)  Hopefully by the time our summer solstice occurs you should be able to run without masks.

· (JP)  The Rutland clinics are not yet set up to register anyone under 16 but this will happen soon.  Covid cases are low.  Still a dull roar that is occurring in the much younger age groups.
Request from Anna Maria College
· Mary Lou Retelle, AMC president, stated that on September 18th  we will be holding a celebration for our 75th anniversary.  The activities are going to be offered in partnership with the town residents.  This event will be centered around the college’s homecoming.  About 20 years ago the college used to have fireworks.  We are looking to bring that activity back.  The fireworks will cost around $10,000.  We are looking to see if the Town would be able to contribute about 5,000 to help with this event.
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the contribution of $5,000 to Anna Maria College to be used toward the expense of having a fireworks display at their 75th Anniversary celebration.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
· (CR)  Our Town meeting is in June and then we will have a better idea of the towns budget situation.

· (PB)  Currently we have a $133,000 deficit for FY22.  Our next meeting following town meeting we can bring this back up and see if we can afford a contribution.

· (JP)  What if we set up a committee to try and do some fundraising?
· Motion (KH) seconded (JP) to approve the establishment of a fundraising committee that will be set up by Select Board member Pingitore.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
· (JP)  I withdraw my prior motion.
One Day liquor license request from Turn Back Time
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the One Day Liquor License request from Turn Back Time for June 26, 2021.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
American Rescue Act
· (CR) Paxton is getting just over 1,400,000 in funding to be used through December  2024.  The payments will come in 2 installments.  One in June one 12 months later.  There are four aspect that the payments can be used for   1 - covid expense.  2 - premium to pay for eligible workers.  3 - revenue replacement.  4 - investment in water, sewer and broadband.  We should be getting more information about this in the next week.
· (CR)  Governing, leveraging, and investing, we will be accountable for the results to show we are using the money wisely.
· (PB) Can it be used to offset this year’s budget?
· (CR) It will be too late for that.  There will be a lot of justification required as to what the town does with the money.
Juneteenth
· (CR) Asking the Board if you wish to make Juneteenth a holiday for non-bargaining employees.  I asked town counsel and they said that the law is not 100% clear but would recommend that the town offer it to non-bargaining employees.  I personally think that we should offer it as well.
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve Juneteenth as a holiday for non-bargaining employees .    Unanimous, all in favor.  
Request from the Boy Scouts to use the Town Common 
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to allow the Boy Scouts to place signs on the town common for their bottle drive   Unanimous, all in favor.  
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to allow the Boy Scouts to use of the town common for their bottle drive.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
Request to remove the trash fee for 6 Dunanderry Way.  
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to disallow the removal of the trash fee as requested for 6 Dunanderry  Unanimous, all in favor.  
· (PB) This request does not fall under our current guidelines for waiving the trash fee.
· (JP)  We do require an invoice from the trash hauler.
Appoint Donna Couture as the Parking Clerk 
· (CR)   We accepted in 2007 to authorize a parking clerk to process and coordinate information related to abandoned vehicle.  We have never appointed a parking clerk before.  This individual needs to be someone outside of the police department and Donna Couture has agreed to do this.
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to appoint Donna Couture as the Parking Clerk.    Unanimous, all in favor.  
End of Year transfer request
· Motion (KH) seconded (JP) to approve the following end of year transfers.  Unanimous, all in favor.  Unanimous, all in favor. 
 Account transferred to

Account transferred from

Amount
0100-1199-5200-0000


0100-1192-5200-0000


$35.00 

0100-1543-5700-0000


0100-1192-5200-0000


$271.38

Accept the resignation of Deborah Bailey

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to accept with regret the resignation of Deborah Bailey as the Richards Memorial Library Director.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
· (PB) Deborah Bailey is retiring and we wish her the best in her retirement years.
Meeting Minutes

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from April 26, 2021.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
Town Administrators update

· Recycling event at the DPW 
 Thank you to everyone that turned out.  It was a very successful event.
· (PB)  We might  want to consider making this a yearly event.
· (CR)  A lot of people were really interested in looking around the building itself.
Adjourned Meeting at 7:43pm, Unanimous all in favor.  (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 24, 2021 at 7:00pm.  
Documents from the Meeting filed in BOS office:
Agenda

Attendance list
Town Administrators update

Meeting minutes

Respectfully submitted,
Donna Graf-Parsons
Executive Assistant
