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                   Town of Paxton

                Board of Selectmen

            697 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA 01612

       (508) 754-7638 – phone (508) 797-0966 – fax

                     dparsons@townofpaxton.net
Regular Meeting Minutes
Monday, August 9, 2021
Meeting Location: John Bauer Senior Center 17 West Street, Paxton, MA 01612
Members Present:                    Peter Bogren, Jr., Chairman




 Julia N. Pingitore, Vice Chair





 Kirk R. Huehls, Clerk
Town Administrator:

 Carol L. Riches, Town Administrator


Attendees:
 see Attendee List
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
Appoint Marc Blackmer

· Motion (KH) seconded (PB) to appoint Marc Blackmer to the Paxton Cultural Council.   Unanimous, all in favor.  
Appoint James Lacasse

· Motion (KH) seconded (PB) to appoint James Lacasee to the Conservation Commission.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
Hill Street

· Motion (KH) seconded (JP) to approve the addition of a street light on Hill Street per request by Town residents.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
· (CR)  I did drive by the area and it is very dark and could use additional lighting.

· (PB)  Lets start with one in that area and if we find that an additional one is needed, we can add it.

· (CR)  The Light Department said the cost would be an additional $31.72

Request to use Town Common

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the request from the Congregational Church to use the Town Common on September 25, 2021 from 8am to 3pm for a book sale.   Unanimous, all in favor.  
Turn Back Time
· Pass over at this time.  Application was not turned in.
Milk Room Brewing

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the application for a one day liquor license for event at AMC on September 18, 20221 from 11am to 8pm.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
Request from Finance Committee

· (PB)  The Finance Committee has requested that the Board of Selectmen reach out to the Paxton Light Department to see if they would be agreeable to a PILOT program with the Town.  Finance has already had two meetings and will be holding one more in order to gain a better understanding of the Town’s budget.  They are looking at ways to bring in revenue and a PILOT program with the Light Department could be one way.  It could be a cash payment or services provided to the Town.
· (JP)  We have gone down this road before.  This relationship has not fully recovered and we need to foster a better relationship and hopefully one day they will look at doing things for the Town.  Asking for PILOT right now would just open old wounds.

· (KH)  Not knowing the history on this topic I will defer to the two of you to make a decision on this.

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to decline the request to reach out to the Paxton Light Department for PILOT at this point in time.  Unanimous, all in favor.  
AMC request for 75th Anniversary program

· (PB)  Both the Police and Fire Departments have agreed to give $2,500 each to Anna Maria College to go towards the fireworks display for their 75th Anniversary event.
Meeting Minutes

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from July 19,  Unanimous, all in favor.  
Town Administrators update

· Fire Truck Committee
Chief Pingitore, has formed a truck committee to explore and analyze his equipment needs in preparation of submission to the Capital Committee.  The committee is made up of fire fighters, Kirk Huehls, Selectboard and Timothy Grinham, Capital Committee.  The Committee will consider new, used, refurbished options.

· American Rescue Committee
The first meeting of the American Rescue Committee will take place on September 7th at 10am.

· Moreland Cemetery

The DPW Administrative Assistant has taken over the sale of Mooreland Cemetery lots on behalf of the Cemetery Commission.  Tiffany will also assist with enquiries relating to the cemetery.
· Hazard Mitigation Plan

I have been working with CMRPC to find funding to update the Town’s HMP that expires in December 2021.  In doing so we were able to secure a grant from the District Local Technical Assistance (DLTA) for $10,000.  The cost to complete the updated plan is between $10,000 and $15,000.  I will be working to try and lower this cost to within the grant amount.
Other Business
· Zoning Board Committee

(PB)  How are we doing with the Zoning Board Committee?
(KH)  I have had limited response from the Zoning Board.
(CR) Sheryl Lombardi has offered to join the committee.
· COVID Update
(JP)  Breakthrough cases of people that have been vaccinated.  Reminder to get vaccinated.  We have a lower number of vaccinated younger people than other surrounding communities.  Looking to have a mobile vaccine clinic to help boost the vaccine in the younger population.   Vaccine is working well against the Delta variant.  We may see that masks may be required for kids returning to school.
(PB)  I think FDA approval of these vaccines would be helpful. 

· DPW Committee
(PB)  Carol is looking at financing.  Travis is trying to get together a better idea of numbers.  I’m excited about the direction that the committee is going in.
(CR)  Looking for new members.
Adjourned Meeting at 7:30pm, Unanimous all in favor. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 30, 2021, at 7:00pm.  
Documents from the Meeting filed in BOS office:
Agenda

Attendance list
Town Administrators update

Meeting minutes

Respectfully submitted,
Donna Graf-Parsons
Executive Assistant
