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                   Town of Paxton

                Board of Selectmen

            697 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA 01612

       (508) 754-7638 – phone (508) 797-0966 – fax

                     dparsons@townofpaxton.net
Regular Meeting Minutes
Monday, April 25, 2022
Meeting Location: John Bauer Senior Center 17 West Street, Paxton, MA 01612
Members Present:                    Peter Bogren, Jr., Chairman




 Julia N. Pingitore, Vice Chair





 Kirk R. Huehls, Clerk

Town Administrator:

 Carol L. Riches, Town Administrator


Attendees:
 see Attendee List
The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
Request to use the Town Common
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the request from Paxton Center School to use the Town common on June 8th. Unanimous, all in favor. 
Presentation by the Board of Health 

· Pass over
Sign contract for the new Town Administrator
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve and sign the contract for the new Town Administrator.  Unanimous, all in favor. 

Appoint Gordan Snyder as an Election Worker

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to appoint Gordon Snyder as an Election Worker from April 25, 2022 to August 15, 2022.  Unanimous, all in favor.
Meeting Minutes

· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from 
            April 13, 2022. Unanimous, all in favor. 
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to approve the Executive Meeting Minutes from 
            April 13, 2022. Unanimous, all in favor. 

Town Administrators update
· Capital item

It was recently brought to my attention that the WRSD capital item did not make it onto the final report of the CIPC. It is a requirement of our bylaw that items only go onto the warrant if they are on the final report. It is a technicality. We did vote on it. There was just some confusion on the item and it mistakenly got omitted from the report. What would the Board prefer to do? Get an amended final report from CIPC or a letter from myself.
· Financial Policies and Human Resource Policies

It was my hope to have both the Financial Policies and Human Resource Policies completed and approved prior to my leaving, but unfortunately for several reasons that has not been the case. 
The Collins Group have provided their final version of the Financial Policies, but I believe it is in the best interest to have them reviewed by the incoming Town Administrator and presented for acceptance to the Selectboard. We are still waiting the final report for the Human Resource Policies.

· Conservation 

The new Conservation agent is Sarah Fortune. We welcome Sarah to Paxton.

· Earthday

Just a reminder that Pick-up Paxton is in full force and that everyone can do their part to pick trash up in their area. There will a dumpster available for this trash collection at the Paxton Sports Center until May 1st.
(JP)  the ballfield and basketball court are areas that could use additional assistance in cleaning up.

Public session  

· Robin Tasca, Update on the Pick it up Paxton program. We pulled thirty-nine tires from the public conservation land. Looking for an avenue to get rid of them. Wachusett earth day would take them at a fee of $3 per tire. 
· (KH)  I will talk to Travis to see if the DPW Department could assist in removing the remaining tires. 
· Robin Tasca, The remaining tires are located in the  back corner of sports center parking lot that backs up to the conservation sign.
· Jeremy Richards, I have a concern with article #4 on the warrant. How does this going forward meet the bylaw?
· Mark Love, As chair of the CIPC our report was given to the Town Administrator on March 7, 2022. The warrant article was closed on March 8th. Recently we were asked to amend the report and I declined to do so. 
· (PB) If we are not going to get an amended report then we will not bring it up at the Town Meeting.
· Neil Bagdis, With an absentee ballot do I not take any action on that question?
· (PB) It is not going to be counted. If it does not make it through town meeting then the ballot vote does not count.
· Adjourned Meeting at 7:22pm, Unanimous all in favor. (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to reopen the meeting at 7:23pm.  Unanimous, all in favor. 

Yard signs
· (KH)  I’ve gotten calls from residents about yard signs being taken. We have to respect that we live in a democracy and people have the right to express their opinion and we need to be respectful of that.
· Motion (JP) seconded (KH) to make a good faith motion to ask the residents of town to take a deep breath and reset and be respectful of others.    Unamimous, all in favor.
· Readjourned Meeting at 7:27pm, Unanimous all in favor. (JP) yes, (KH) yes, (PB) yes.
The next meeting is scheduled for May 2, 2022, 6:30pm prior to the Annual Town Meeting. 

Documents from the Meeting filed in BOS office:
Agenda

Attendance list
Town Administrators update

Meeting minutes

Respectfully submitted,
Donna Graf-Parsons
Executive Assistant
