PAXTON COA MEETING
JOHN BAUER SENIOR CENTER
17 West Street
SEPTEMBER 7, 2022

Meeting called to order by Anita Fenton, Chairman at 9:30 a.m.

Present (Members): Joan Bedard, Robert Callahan, Alice Crowley, Donmarie
Desrosiers, Anita Fenton, Curtis Hammar, Frank LaFlash, Kathryn Mahoney, Jim
Putnam, (Associate Members): Martha Akstin, Natalie Siemen , Others: Cindy Love,
Gail Hayes, Judy Taylor, Phyllis Callahan, Dick Bedard, Bill Cutroni, Carol Cutroni, Bob
Wilby, Ron Johnson, Melinda Johnson

Minutes: Accepted August 3, 2022 minutes by unanimous voice vote.

Treasurer’s Report: Accepted as read by unanimous voice vote.
Treasurer’s Report on file at the COA office, John Bauer Senior Center

Chairman’s Report
(1) Request for help — volunteers needed: Set-up chairs, put away chairs, folding
newsletters and delivering them to the Post Office, etc, (2) Garden Club
decorating.

New Business
(1) Discussion of Bus Trips: Not getting in newsletter, no room in newsletter, much
discussion, will be on October’s Agenda for more discussion and a vote. A copy
of the letter submitted to the board by Bob Wilby is attached.

Next meeting: October 5, 2022

Meeting adjourned at 9:50 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Foans oo

Joan Bedard, Secretary
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Baepietnier 7. 2022
Mlemshers of the Paxton Counci! on Azing Board
Dircetor Cindy Lowve
When | approached Jerry Ryan some 10 vears ape. 1 wanted o institute bus trips for Paxton Seniors,
Over these ten vears we have taken many wonder il day irips 1o Massachosaetls, Comnectiout, Maing,

Mew Hampshire, Bhode 1sland and Yermont,

Sinee the saart o the COVID-Y pendemic, our numbers of Paxton Kesidents wavelling on the bes tops
has Tallen ol T will give some ideas 45 to why,

First, hers are owr nambers:
2032- w0 Tar 161 area residents are signed up bat only 33 are from Paxion- 20%: the rest were from

surrenmding fowns,

2021 - we completed onky 2 trips rather than tepical 8, due to COVID-1 Thirty-seven Paxter Seniors
signed np= 24% . The rest were from surmoonding towns

2019 we had $6 Paxton Seniors sipned wp-25%, the rest frem surreunding toams,

ZOTE- we haed 8% Paxton Seniors signed up-38t . the rest rom surrocnding lwns,

2017- we had 54 Paxton Seniors sipned ap- 42%.che restfrom surrounding towns.

| v tried to offor € mips 8 vear, one & monih, startme in Apeil threogh Deeember: Some trips by
sold and others have Dupped. 1 hove wicd Lo olTer g service Wooour seniors, Most ol our waevelers are
repeaters who love the trips and took forward go them.

Uver the vears, | have produced revenue for the Friends of Paxton COA, This wear there are ne prodits
as the trips are tun through Wilsen Hus Lines, This maney bas helped pay Tor many COA evenci moat
recent v, the 2022 anmen] picnic,

Mo came my concerns and reasons for the low turnout

Why has the rumber of Paxton Residents raveling with us diminished on these one-day trips?

[= it ape as the Senior Center docsn't secmy to atract the vounzer seniors? Many of our former travelers
hiave lost a spouse, and have an illoess or they heve aged o the point of being urahle o irevel.

Closi- | et concerned ax thee cost ol the inponenseses as Guel, restaucint food and services Kegp
merensing, We could lnd cheaper restaurants. like MeDonald's, but our ravelecs want nice quality
restaurants. They seent o appraciote and frequently comment on cur choltes of restawants,
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Compraniesiion In May 2027, Cimdy Love consed (o pue our trips in e newsieter due w the fear of a
CONID-18 breakour following a trip and the COA being sued. The neasletier now has a couple lines
refepring my ins to me. Many seniors have mentioned wo me that the newsletzer is only way that they
recteve mftrmation about teips, The newsletter 15 how the COA gets the woed cut about its programs,
Ihe semiors dooread it and eome o many ovents cach manth. o fact, cach month, [ personalby mail ol
45 newsletters 10 out-of-town semors wha esch pay a membership o FOCOA of 3300, They want o
knewa whal events the Semor Center is elfering. including aur bus rips.

SNow comes an additienal obstacle inattracting Seniors whiowant (o frevel on eur bus trips, The
Lamadmark 15 censing puhlication an Sepiermber 15050 1 do wse the dew Lemder Press in S pencer by
altract Seniors, bul Pastion seniors do nol ses the amicles.

My problem: No Senior Newslemer, Mo Landmark. how do we run the trins s Wilson raquires o
mimem of 40, passengers. | dowse tha Town website, Tun by Seoft Wilson

Fimally, [am asking the COA boord o ask Mrs, Love to reinatate having space in the newslatier for our
{rips.

Paxton and ether arca seniors want theae irips, Other arca seniors groups have resumed their tnps,

Firnllv, [ established this progrom te serve the seniors, Without good commumication o our semiors. |
iy have end this prooram. We must have buses that are reasanably Tall, or the bus company will
caneel, a3 it has already this vear three monthsSimes.

Lamn oy way criticiemg Mres: Love g she Bas a oo o do and mest wirk an bebalUCal the Paxion
Scniors, Many people foel that the COVID-19 pandenie is over and they must retags o some kind of
normal, Seniors have lost 2 Vo vears of their freedon: to travel and people want o get out.

Repect flly Suhmitizd,
Bob Wilhy
Bus Coardinaror



