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Town of Paxton

Planning Board

 

Regular Meeting and Public Hearing                                    
Monday, January 27, 2020 at 7:00pm at the John Bauer Senior Center, 17 West St. Paxton, MA  
 

ATTENDANCE:

	MEMBER
	PRESENT (X)
	ABSENT (X)

	Neil Bagdis
	X
	

	Henry B. Stidsen, Jr.
	X
	

	Robert Jacobson
	
	X

	Jeffrey Kent
	X
	

	Robert Pelczarski 
	X
	

	
	
	
	


Other Attendees: Julian Votruba (JV), Zac Couture (ZC), Heather and Abraham Pagan, Michael Plute, Christina Riberdy, Charles Pavolis (CP), Mark Love, Daniel Reardon, Alison Bushnell (AB), Andrew Verth (AV), Mary Verth
(NB) called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm.
Meeting Minutes  
Motion (JK) seconded by (HS) to accept the minutes of November 25, 2019, as written, vote 3-0, all in favor.   
Storm Water Permit 
312 Richards Ave, (M16, lot 12A), applicants Karyn Robert and Jenna Perschka, Storm Water Permit for the construction of a Single-Family Residence.  The engineer’s review was not completed by the time of this hearing, so it was asked to be continued to the next meeting.  

Motion (RP) seconded by (JK) to continue the hearing for 312 Richards Ave, vote 4-0, all in favor.  

Special Permit 

118 West Street, (M12, lot 44), applicant C.B. Blair, Special Permit for a rear lot.  (JV) The lot has the required frontage and will accommodate a driveway.  A percolation test was done recently, and the septic plan is under review presently.  The lot has existed as is for many years.  A couple of neighbors asked what was to be done on the lot and was answered by the future owners, just a Single-Family Residence.  
Motion (RP) seconded by (JK) to approve the Special Permit for a rear lot for 118 West St, vote 4-0, all in favor.  

Approval Not Required (ANR)

180 Richards Ave, (M17, lots 26&27), applicants Ernest and Beverly Leveillee.  (NB) We are concerned about the continued existence of the easement for the current driveway which is shared with 178 Richards Ave and also the proposed driveway easement for the new lot.  (CP) The new easement was created so that wetlands would not have to be destroyed and reacclimated.  (NB) We have asked Town Counsel to help out these issues but haven’t heard back yet.  Can the new driveway be moved closer to the property line?  (CP) I will ask the engineer if that’s possible and will also check to see the cost of creating a new driveway for the existing house lot (lot 1 on the plan**)  
(NB) Questioned if the upland requirement was met.  After a brief review of the bylaws, it was determined that is was met.  Asked also if the Locus could be corrected to include the recently purchased frontage lot that helped give Lot 2 the required frontage.  (JK)  Suggested that the lot line be moved to the right for Lot 2 making Lot 1 a rear lot and giving non wetland area for a driveway that is on the property rather than an easement on Lot 1.  (CP) He will ask the engineer.  

Motion (RP) seconded by (HS) to await an answer from Town Counsel regarding the easements and a possible amended plan for the next meeting in February, vote 4-0, all in favor.  
Site Plan Review 
73 Davis Hill Road, (Map 11, Lot 9), Site Plan Review, applicant Alison Bushnell.  Proposed is a Single-Family Residence with a TAUA.  Quinn Engineering reviewed the plans and gave recommendations and comments back to the applicants engineer, H.S.&T Group.  (ZC) The total square footage of the house proposed is 4250 sqft.  (NB) Is there a reserve area for the septic system.  (ZC) Yes, near the proposed system in front.  A five bedroom plan has been approved.  (NB) Lighting in the driveway?  (ZC) The plan is for motion detectable lighting, typical of most garages.  Also, a retaining wall ranging from 3 to 4 ft. high will go along the distance of the driveway.  No vegetation is planned there as it may corrupt the wall in the future.  The board members thought if in the future, a neighbor complains of privacy issues, that fencing could be proposed along the South side of the property.  
Motion (RP) seconded by (JK) to approve the Site Plan Review for 73 Davis Hill Road with one condition, vote 4-0, all in favor.  

1. To allow for future fencing if needed, for privacy of neighbors.  
Temporary Accessory Use Apartment
73 Davis Hill Road, (Map 11, Lot 9), TAUA Special Permit, applicant Alison Bushnell, continued.  (AB) They decided to go with one garage for the TAUA.  The revised plan submitted** shows and oversized door of 18ft.  (NB) That size is too large for a one car garage and will need to be downsized to 9 or 10 ft. wide.  The garage itself can be larger for storage but only a one car garage door.  Agreed by all.  

The square footage of the TAUA is more than the allowed 600 sqft. but it is the under 25% requirement.  Given that the house is large, it is understandable to be over the square footage.  It was determined that the TAUA is 785 sqft. including the living space and mud room, and a total of 908 sqft. with the screened porch.  The Planning Board has discretion for allowing for extra square footage in a permit application therefore a waiver was granted.  The Board will require corrected/revised plans showing all the changes discussed.  
Motion (JK) seconded by (RP) to approve the Temporary Accessory Use Apartment with two conditions for 73 Davis Hill Rd, vote 4-0, all in favor.  
1. A new revised set of SFR plans are to be delivered for the file record. 

2. A waiver is granted above the allowed square footage of 600 sqft. for 785 sqft. and one uninhabitable space for a screen porch of 123sqft.  
Motion (JK) seconded (RP) to adjourn the meeting at 8:21 pm, vote 4-0, all in favor.    
The next meeting, if needed, will be Monday, February 24, 2020
**documents referenced located on file in the TSC office

Respectfully submitted,

Sheryl Lombardi 
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