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                   Town of Paxton

                Board of Selectmen

            697 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA 01612

       (508) 754-7638 – phone (508) 797-0966 – fax

                     dparsons@townofpaxton.net
Regular Meeting Minutes
Friday, May 12, 2023
Join Zoom Meeting - https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85059646425
Meeting ID: 850 5964 6425

Members Present:                    Julia N. Pingitore, Chair





 Kirk R. Huehls, Vice Chair




 Carol L. Riches, Clerk

Town Administrator:

 Heather M. Munroe, Town Administrator


Attendees:
 see Attendee List
The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:06pm. 
Annual Town Meeting Warrant – June 5, 2023 
Reopen Warrant to potentially revise and/or remove and/or change articles 
· Motion (KH) seconded (CR) to reopen the warrant for the annual town meeting on June 5, 2023.  Unanimous, all-in favor. (KH) yes, (CR) yes, (JP) yes. 
Discuss warrant articles  
· (HM) So the non-monetary one would be the revolving fund bylaw. We are not ready to go live with this just yet, so, my recommendation is to remove this in its entirety. This is currently listed as article #9 which would also then modify article #10. Which is the revolving fund expenditure limit. We would look at eliminating the reference to the plumbing and gas inspector. As far as the monetary items, if we start with article #1 for the Mack Truck. If this is removed, we would have to modify articles #15 and #16. The Finance Committee and CIPC have both met this week. Finance voted disapproval of article #1. They voted to wait until the town meeting to recommend the revolving fund and voted disapproval of the school budget. CIPC met and revised their report. 
· Motion (KH) seconded (CR) for discussion to remove article #1 the DPW Mack Truck from the Annual Town warrant.  Unanimous, all-in favor. (KH) yes, (CR) yes, (JP) yes. 
· (CR) I am against taking the article out because I really feel that we need this piece of equipment. We could have done it over a longer period of time to make it less of an impact on the taxpayer but that being said the Capital bylaw clearly says that if an item does not appear in their report, it cannot be considered. So, we cannot keep that article. 
· (HM) Next would be article #8 the revolving fund bylaw. 
· (JP) We discussed removing this because the language is not quite ready yet.
· Motion (KH) seconded (CR) to remove article #9  the revolving fund bylaw  Unanimous, all-in favor. (KH) yes, (CR) yes, (JP) yes. 
· (HM) Article #10 is the revolving fund expenditure limits. We need to remove the electrical and plumbing and gas inspector. 
· Motion (KH) seconded (CR) to remove the electrical and plumbing and gas inspector from article #10 the revolving fund expenditure limits.  Unanimous, all-in favor. (KH) yes, (CR) yes, (JP) yes. 
· (HM) Two lines in the town budget are now adjusted as a result of removing article #1. This is a reduction of $9,963.00. 
· Motion (KH) seconded (CR) to accept the new language and numbers for the town budget on article #13.  Unanimous, all-in favor. (KH) yes, (CR) yes, (JP) yes. 
· (HM) Article #14 the Wachusett Region School District budget. 
· Motion (KH) seconded (CR) for discussion to disapprove the article #14 for the WRSD budget.  
· (KH) I’m not sure that I understand where the discrepancies are.
· (HM) Still waiting to see if the school can reduce their number. The school committee is reluctant to pass back to the town however the administration is wanting to pass it along to the town. The Finance Committee recommended disapproval. They felt that the school could and should do better on the number. 
· (JP) If you want to change the recommendation because we think the E&D should come back to the Town, we can but we are required to present the numbers as they are.

· (CR) I understand what we are trying to achieve but if we don’t approve the budget at the town meeting and the others pass it then we have to go back for another town meeting. I don’t see a point in guessing a number.

· (JP) We are still required to present the number that they are giving us. If there is a motion made on the floor to give a different number than that can happen, but we are required to present what is here. First it needs to go on the warrant as written and then we can make a motion about whether we approve or disapprove it. 
· Motion (KH) seconded (CR) to put it on the warrant as presented.  Unanimous, all-in favor. (KH) yes, (CR) yes, (JP) yes. 
· Motion (KH) seconded (CR) to disapprove article #14  for discussion.   
· (KH) Every department has tightened up as much as possible and next year is going to be even more painful. 
· (JP) My suggestion is that we make a recommendation at the town meeting. And the school still has time to change it.
· Motion (KH) seconded (CR) to amend the motion on article #14 to the Select Board will make their recommendation at town meeting. Unanimous, all-in favor. (KH) yes, (CR) yes, (JP) yes. 
Close warrant 
· Motion (KH) seconded (CR) to close the warrant for the annual ton meeting on June 5, 2023.  Unanimous, all-in favor. (KH) yes, (CR) yes, (JP) yes. 
· Motion (KH) seconded (CR) to sign the warrant.   Unanimous, all-in favor. (KH) yes, (CR) yes, (JP) yes. 
ADJOURN

· Adjourned Meeting at 4:35pm, Unanimous all-in favor. (KH) yes, (CR) yes, (JP) yes.
The next meeting is scheduled for May 22, 2023, at 7:00pm. 

Documents from the Meeting filed in Select Board office:
Agenda

Attendance list

Respectfully submitted,
Donna Graf-Parsons
Executive Assistant
