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Wachusett Earthday

Wachusett Watershed Regional Recycling Center
Wachusett Earthday conducted weekly recycling collections during 2011 at the Wachusett Watershed Regional Recycling Center at 131 Raymond Huntington Highway in West Boylston. The Center is a partnership of seven Wachusett Towns, the MA Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), and the volunteer non-profit Wachusett Earthday, Incorporated. The Center provides year-round collections of bulk items, recyclables and re-useable items and four collections of household hazardous products. The participating Watershed Towns are Boylston, Holden, Paxton, Princeton, Rutland, Sterling and West Boylston. 

Sixty-one collections were held in calendar 2011 with four of those including Household Hazardous Waste disposal. The total number of collections in 2011 was more than double the number in 2010. 4,372 car trips were made to the center by residents from across the seven town region. Over 5,000 gallons of household hazardous products have been safely removed from the watershed along with 1,483 computer monitors and TVs, 1,886 appliances and refrigerators, 614 tires and 283 propane cylinders.   Additional recycling includes: 41 tons of metals, 45 tons of cardboard, plastic and styrofoam, 184 tons of project debris and  non-reusable furniture, and two tons of alkaline batteries. 

The Wachusett  Watershed Regional Recycling Center is open every Wednesday from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. and the third Saturday of each month from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. when bulk, recycling and reuse items are collected.  Four Household Hazardous Products collections are set for 2012 on May 19, June 16, September 15 and November 17.  Free shredding began in 2011 and will be held again on May 19, 2012.  The MA Department of Environmental Protection provided a container for bulky rigid plastic recycling.
The DCR provided a temporary trailer for office and recycling use.  The septic, well and electric services on the site all became operational. Planning for the permanent building is on-going and construction is anticipated during 2012.

The Wachusett Recycled Resource Center, operated by Wachusett Earthday, offered free recycled materials at 52 Boyden Road in Holden. The Center was hosted by Oriol Health Care, with utilities funded by the Wachusett Towns, until it closed July 2011 for expansion by Oriol Health Care. During the six months of 2011, 5,000 visitors received free items for use in classrooms, theater programs, community programs and homes.

The Wachusett Regional Recycle Site Team includes designated representatives of the seven Wachusett Towns, the MA Department of Conservation and Recreation, Wachusett Earthday, Incorporated. The Site Team meets periodically to review operations and help plan the completion of the site development.  The volunteer board of Wachusett Earthday, Incorporated meets monthly to manage on-going operations and to prepare for the next phase of site development.  

2011 Members of the Wachusett Regional Recycle Center Site Team:

Boylston—Nancy Colbert 

Rutland—appointed 12/2011 Sheila Dibb
Holden—Dennis Lipka


Sterling—Bill Tuttle

Paxton—Carol Riches, Diane Dillman    West Boylston—Leon Gaumond, Christopher Rucho
Princeton—Arthur Allen

Wachusett Earthday—Colleen Abrams

MA Department of Conservation and Recreation—John Scannell

2011 Directors of Wachusett Earthday:   

Colleen Abrams, Susan Abramson, Arthur Allen, Karl Barry, Diane Dillman, Andre Gaudet

Eric Johansen, Michael Kacprzicki, Douglas Kimball, C. Mary McLoughlin, Stanley Miller, Kerry Raber, William Rand, Diane Spindler, Helen Townsend, Robert Troy.

Robert Spindler, of Rutland, a dedicated volunteer for more than 15 years died on April 17, 2011.
